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Headteacher’s update
For the last six years, the Park Federation has been working with a 
charity called ActionAid, helping to support women and girls from 
around the world. Last year, across the ten Park Federation schools, 
we raised nearly £30,000.

ActionAid is an international charity that works with women and 
girls living in poverty. For women and girls, poverty means having 
fewer opportunities than men and boys. In the world’s poorest 
places this means women and girls often face discrimination, 
exploitation and violence. From the moment they’re born, many 
girls are seen and treated as  less than boys. All over the world 
women and girls have fewer choices than men and boys. At West 
Drayton, girls and boys are treated equally.

Each year, the West Drayton community donates money to 
ActionAid. This year’s first opportunity to donate was ‘Help at 
Home’ Week. There’s a brief summary in this newsletter. Let’s 
continue to raise some money and teach our children some 
important life skills and values at the same time.

Have a great weekend!

Richard Yates
Principal

Very best wishes,

RIchard Yates
Principal

Dates for your diary
5th October 
Y3 Chiltern Open Museum
Spelling Bee Round 1
5th -  16th October 
5S Swimming Lessons
6th October 
Black History Month 
Exhibition 
7th October 
School Photography - 
Portraits 
Y6 visit to Kew Gardens
9th October
Y6 PGL Pre-departure 
meeting 
13th, 15th & 19th October 
Behaviour Class Charts
Workshops
19th - 21st October 
Y6 PGL  

 Attendance
The class with the 
best attendance this
week is: 

1st place:  5Z with 97.59%
2nd place:  4OR with 97.4%
3rd place:  5R with 97.3%

It will be a non-uniform day 
for 5Z  on Friday 9th 
October. 

Well done!

Book Fair 

A huge thank you to everyone who ordered from our recent 
Scholastic Book Fair! Thanks to your generosity, our school 
community purchased over £1,000 worth of books.

Any books purchased at the bookfair earns Scholastic Rewards, 
which allows us to claim free books and learning resources 
directly for our classrooms and school library. For a total over £850, 
Scholastic gives back 50% of the sales value in rewards, meaning 
we will be able to get £500 worth of free books for our pupils!
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Y5 Swimming Lessons

We are excited to announce that our Year 5 pupils will be heading to the pool for an intensive 
two-week swimming lessons! Each class will attend during their designated weekly slot, giving 
every child consistent, focused time in the water to build confidence and develop essential 
swimming skills. 

Swimming is much more than a fun school activity - it is a vital, lifelong safety skill. Intensive daily 
blocks allow children to make rapid progress. In addition to physical health and coordination, 
these sessions develop personal resilience, team support, and critical awareness of water safety. 

Reminder for Parents/Carers

Please note the following:
● All children must wear swimming hats. 
● Boys must wear lycra swimming trunks that are no longer than mid-thigh length and 

tight to the skin.
● Girls should wear a one-piece swimsuit.
● Children must not wear jewellery to swimming lessons.
● Any child with a verruca must wear a swimming sock or not take part in lessons.
● Children need to bring a towel to dry themselves.

 
Without the appropriate equipment / clothing, children will not be permitted to swim.

Please note the dates when your child will attend the lessons:
 
Sachar: w/b 5th October  & 12th October
Rick Riordan: w/b 19th October & 2nd November
Zephaniah: w/b 23rd November & 30th November
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THINK! Road Safety

Class Charts Launch 

We are delighted to invite you to an information session on our updated Relationships & 
Behaviour Policy 2026–27 and the launch of our new parent communication app, TES Class 
Charts.

At West Drayton Academy, we believe in explicitly teaching behavioural expectations while 
maintaining high standards, fairness, and dignity for every child. As part of these positive 
changes, we are moving away from our older, previous tracking tools (like ClassDojo and traffic 
lights) to TES Class Charts, which allows you to see your child's daily successes, Tier 1–3 positive 
points, and achievements in real time.

To ensure every family has an opportunity to attend, we are hosting several short 30-minute 
workshop sessions. Please join us for whichever slot suits your schedule best:

· Session 1 (Morning): Tuesday 13th October at 9:00 AM – 9:30 AM 

· Session 2 (Morning): Thursday 15th October at 9:00 AM – 9:30 AM 

· Session 3 (After school): Monday 19th October at 3:30 PM – 4:00 PM 

What we will cover:

· Our core philosophy: "Teach, don't tell" and our 3 School Rules.

· Expectations for checking the Class Charts app and working in partnership with your 
child’s class teacher.

· How Class Charts works and how to download the free Parent App.

If you are unable to attend in person, a ‘how to’ video and login code will be sent home with 
your child following the sessions.

Please confirm your preferred session by Friday 9th October using this link: Google Form 
Invitation

https://forms.gle/psPLgomeV6cMaP8o6
https://forms.gle/psPLgomeV6cMaP8o6
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Y1

Y2

Y3 Y6

Y5

Y4

Daniel

Jenson

Ivana

Charlie 

Qoneetat

Aminah

Mofe 

Jaival 

Uttara

Ruby

Chemutai

Zuri

Srinika 

Zarlasht

Nanmaaran

Tooba

Raveen
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Votes for School 
This week, during Votes for School, we discussed:
Should e-scooters be allowed on roads? )KS2)
Do you need more road safety lessons? (KS1)

Coming up: 
Do stories bring us together?
Inspired by Children’s Laureate Patrice Lawrence’s message on how reading brings us together, 
Children will have the opportunity to discuss this theme during Votes for School. 
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This week, we're highlighting the Eatwell Guide, a straightforward and effective visual tool 
designed to help make healthier and more sustainable food choices. This infographic illustrates 
the five main food groups and the proportions they should ideally make up of our daily diet. From 
the vital 5-a-day portions of fruit and vegetables to prioritizing wholegrain or higher-fiber starchy 
carbohydrates, the guide offers a clear roadmap. We hope this guide serves as a valuable resource 
for planning family meals at home, ensuring everyone gets the right balance of nutrients to 
support a healthy and active lifestyle. 
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