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Headteacher’s update

Are parents the most under-used resource in schools? For behaviour, 
attendance and children’s learning, research shares the benefits of 
engaging the whole school community. What can’t we achieve when 
everyone is pulling in the same direction? When parents are involved 
in their education, children do better on a wide range of measures.

These positive effects include:
● Better behaviour
● More confidence and greater self-esteem
● Higher attendance rates
● A lower risk of exclusion
● More enthusiasm about learning
● Better results

When schools and parents listen to each other and work together, 
they have a really positive impact on attainment and pupil well-being. 
This is why it is so important that we work in partnership, from a child’s 
first day at school right through to when they leave. 

At West Drayton, we are fortunate to have great links with parents, and 
we are committed to further strengthening these links.  Our parent 
information sessions have been well received - thank you all who have 
attended.

Finally, if you have yet to do so, please sign up for the PIOTA app - this 
is our main source of communication. The website includes lots of 
information about the school. If you have any queries, please contact 
the office - let us know what the query is about so that we can direct 
you to the appropriate respondent. 

Thank you all parents who came to our first Culture Club meeting 
today. We want to celebrate all of the festivals, significant dates and 
events that are important to your culture. 

Very best wishes,

RIchard Yates
Principal

Dates for your diary
28th September 
Help@Home Week 
29th September 
Book Fair 
1st October 
Black History Month
5th October 
Y3 Chiltern Open Museum
Spelling Bee Round 1
5th -  16th October 
5S Swimming Lessons
6th October 
Black History Month 
Exhibition 
7th October 
School Photography - 
Portraits 
Y6 visit to Kew Gardens
19th - 22nd October 
Y6 PGL  

 Attendance
The class with the 
best attendance this
week is: 

1st place:  5R with 97.6%
2nd place:  1D with 97.2%
3rd place:  6B with 97.04%

It will be a non-uniform day 
for 5R  on Friday 2nd 
October. 

Well done!
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Year 2 Great Fire of London Theatre Workshop

This week during a fantastic, immersive workshop led by Trunk Theatre. Guided by the visiting 
theatre company, our young historians stepped straight into 1666 acting out Thomas Farriner’s 
busy bakery on Pudding Lane, forming human bucket brigades along the River Thames, and 
using red and orange ribbons to recreate the spreading flames. 

Through Trunk Theatre's creative storytelling, soundscapes, and movement, the children explored 
how quickly the fire moved through wooden houses. It was an unforgettable, high-energy session 
that deepened their history learning and sparked wonderful stage confidence! 

Our little adventurers have had a wonderful first week settling into nursery life! From messy play 
to storytime, they’ve jumped right into the fun and are already making themselves at home. This 
week, we've been exploring our senses and learning how to name the features on our faces. 
We’re so proud of how well everyone is doing!   

Nursery: Welcome to our new starters 
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THINK! Road Safety

Class Charts Launch 

We are delighted to invite you to an information session on our updated Relationships & 
Behaviour Policy 2026–27 and the launch of our new parent communication app, TES Class 
Charts.

At West Drayton Academy, we believe in explicitly teaching behavioural expectations while 
maintaining high standards, fairness, and dignity for every child. As part of these positive 
changes, we are moving away from our older, previous tracking tools (like ClassDojo and traffic 
lights) to TES Class Charts, which allows you to see your child's daily successes, Tier 1–3 positive 
points, and achievements in real time.

To ensure every family has an opportunity to attend, we are hosting several short 30-minute 
workshop sessions. Please join us for whichever slot suits your schedule best:

· Session 1 (Morning): Tuesday 13th October at 9:00 AM – 9:30 AM 

· Session 2 (Morning): Thursday 15th October at 9:00 AM – 9:30 AM 

· Session 3 (After school): Monday 19th October at 3:30 PM – 4:00 PM 

What we will cover:

· Our core philosophy: "Teach, don't tell" and our 3 School Rules.

· Expectations for checking the Class Charts app and working in partnership with your 
child’s class teacher.

· How Class Charts works and how to download the free Parent App.

If you are unable to attend in person, a ‘how to’ video and login code will be sent home with 
your child following the sessions.

Please confirm your preferred session by Friday 9th October using this link: Google Form 
Invitation

https://forms.gle/psPLgomeV6cMaP8o6
https://forms.gle/psPLgomeV6cMaP8o6


  West Drayton Academy Newsletter   
www.westdraytonschool.com 
01895 442904
wdaoffice@theparkfederation.org

25th September 2026
Edition 2



  West Drayton Academy Newsletter   
www.westdraytonschool.com 
01895 442904
wdaoffice@theparkfederation.org

25th September 2026
Edition 2

Y1

Y2

Y3 Y6

Y5

Y4

Nina 

Isra 

Thansi

Gowripriya 

Evan  

Misha

Neeva

Navraj

Meisha

Aayan

Deeryan 

Reign 

Alex

Mia

Aaliyah 



  West Drayton Academy Newsletter   
www.westdraytonschool.com 
01895 442904
wdaoffice@theparkfederation.org

25th September 2026
Edition 2

Votes for School 
This week, during Votes for School, we discussed:
Do school dinners need to change? (KS2)
Should schools only serve healthy food? (KS1)

Coming up: 
Should e-scooters be allowed on roads? )KS2)
Do you need more road safety lessons? (KS1)
Children will get an opportunity to discuss road safety and use of e-scooters. They will consider the 
benefits and risks, and younger children will discuss whether more safety lessons are needed. 

We are delighted to share that The Rock & Pop 
Foundation will be offering music lessons right here 
at school for children in Years 3 to 6!

Whether your child is picking up an instrument for 
the first time or looking to build on their skills, these 
engaging sessions give pupils a fantastic opportunity 
to learn modern instruments, develop musical 
confidence, and perform together. You can register 
now! 
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Free School Meals: 
Register now!

Universal Infant Free School 
Meals (UIFSM) provides funding 
for all schools including WDA. 
Currently across all primary 
schools in London all children can 
benefit from free school meals, 
not just KS1. 

Any school with 90% uptake of 
school dinners can receive extra 
funding. This is calculated on one 
day called a ‘census day’ - the 
next census day is Thursday 1st 
October. 

We need as many children as we 
can to have a school dinner on 
this date. We request all parents 
to participate and encourage 
children to choose school meals 
on Thursday, 1st October.

 

Favourites Day Special Menu: Thursday 1st October 2026

THINK! Road Safety
Important: Even though school 
meals are free for every child, 
parents must still register for Free 
School Meals (FSM) eligibility 
through the school or local 
council. Anyone receiving 
Universal Credit (regardless of 
income threshold) is eligible  to 
register now. Registering ensures 
your child gets their meals and 
unlocks vital funding for our 
school community. 
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