
  West Drayton Academy Newsletter   
www.westdraytonschool.com 
01895 442904
wdaoffice@theparkfederation.org

11th September 2026
Edition 1 

Headteacher’s update
Dear Parents,

A new school year is always an exciting time, and I'm delighted to 
extend a warm welcome back to all our returning families and a 
special greeting to those joining our school community for the first 
time. I hope you've had a wonderful and restful summer break.

The start of a new school year is a fresh chapter, full of possibilities for 
our children. School staff have been working hard to prepare 
classrooms and create a vibrant and supportive learning environment. 
We are all looking forward to reconnecting with your children and 
helping them thrive, both academically, socially, and personally.

A strong partnership, between home and school, is crucial to a child's 
success, and we encourage you to stay engaged with school life. 
Please make sure you have the PIOTA app, follow our school's 
Instagram page, and attend our upcoming events. We are confident 
that together, we can make this a successful and memorable year for 
everyone. 

Your efforts to ensure children are wearing the appropriate uniform, 
including gold polo shirts and black footwear, are appreciated and 
welcomed. I have asked teachers to remind the children of our high 
expectations if there's a concern. We will always try to help. Uniform 
contributes to the ethos of a school and gives our children a sense of 
identity. West Drayton jumpers, cardigans, polo shirts and fleeces are 
available from PMG School wear.
Emails and the PIOTA mobile phone app are the main types of 
communication. It’s important that your contact details are correct - 
please share any changes with the office.
Please do not hesitate to ask if I, or any member of the West Drayton 
staff, can help you with matters large or small. 

I wish you and your children all the best for the year ahead.

Richard Yates
Principal 

Dates for your diary
14th September
Y1 Parent Information 
Meeting 3:30 pm
16th September
Y2 Trunk Theatre Visit
17th September
Y4 Parent Information 
Meeting  3:30 pm
18th September 
Culture Club Meeting 
9:00 am 
28th September 
Help@Home Week 
29th September 
Book Fair 
1st October 
Black History Month
3rd October 
Y3 Chiltern Open Museum 

5th October 
Spelling Bee Round 1
6th October 
Black History Month 
Exhibition 
7th October 
School Photography - 
Portraits 
19th - 22nd October 
Y6 PGL 

 

Attendance
The class with the 
best attendance this
week is: 

1st place: 3D with 98.6%
2nd place: 6B with 98.5%
3rd place: 6M with 98%

It will be a non-uniform day 
for 3D on Friday 18th 
September. 

Well done!

https://www.pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/westdraytonprimaryschool
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Culture Club 
At West Drayton Academy, we see the importance of  
celebrating diversity - this is the reason why we have created the 
‘Culture Club’. This is our parent group that regularly meets to 
discuss how to celebrate important dates from all ethnic groups 
and will be the voice for all ethnic groups that we have at school 
and in our community. The group will talk about our ethnic 
traditions, ancestry, history, society, nation, religion and culture. 

Every half term, 'Culture Club' meets to:
● discuss upcoming celebrations and events that are important to any one of the groups 
● suggest how school can action these celebrations and events
● understand how school and community can do more to support each other.

Our first meeting is on Friday 18th September at 9am. If you wish to get involved in this wonderful 
club, or if you have any events that you want us to know about, please contact Miss Tinning or Mrs 
Malik at wdaoffice@theparkfederation.org, where  we can provide further information. 

mailto:wdaoffice@theparkfederation.org
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Safeguarding 

At West Drayton Academy, the safety and well-being of every pupil is our top priority. To ensure this, we have a 
dedicated Safeguarding Team committed to providing a safe and supportive environment for all pupils. 

Our team is led by Mrs Sall, the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). Assisting Mrs Sall as Deputy 
Safeguarding Leads are Mr Yates, Miss Howard, Mrs Malik and Mrs Warren- Searle.  The Safeguarding Team 
works closely with pupils, staff, and families to address issues that may affect a pupil’s well-being. Whether it’s 
providing guidance on online safety, addressing bullying concerns, or offering emotional support, we are here 
to help.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
safeguardingwda@theparkfederation.org  or via the school office . Your child’s safety is our top priority!
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Free School Meals: Register now!

Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) provides 
funding for all schools including WDA. Currently 
across all primary schools in London all children can 
benefit from free school meals, not just KS1. 

Any school with 90% uptake of school dinners can 
receive extra funding. This is calculated on one day 
called a ‘census day’ - the next census day is Thursday 
1st October. 

We need as many children as we can to have a school 
dinner on this date. We request all parents to 
participate and encourage children to choose school 
meals on Thursday, 1st October.

 

Important: Even though school meals are free for 
every child, parents must still register for Free 
School Meals (FSM) eligibility through the school or 
local council. Anyone receiving Universal Credit 
(regardless of income threshold) is eligible  to 
register now. Registering ensures your child gets 
their meals and unlocks vital funding for our school 
community. 

THINK! Road Safety

Road safety is our collective responsibility and we 
request all our parents who drive to school, to drive 
and park responsibly outside the school. 

Please be considerate while parking on the school 
road. Do not park in front of school gates, or 
neighbours’ driveways. Please avoid parking on 
private properties and do not block road crossing. 

Respect road signs and stay alert, children can be unpredictable. 

We offer regular reminders to our children on road safety through lessons and school assemblies. 
Remind children to stop before crossing the road, look left, right and left again. Please lead by 
example and children will learn better.
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Have you downloaded the Piota App? 
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Guitar. Piano. 
Keyboard. 
Vocals 
Fun music lessons at school
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