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Principal’s update
As we move through the busiest part of our school term, I have 
been reflecting on the world beyond our school gates. We live in 
unsettled times of rapid change, where the values of tolerance and 
respect are the essential foundations of a peaceful society. 

Whether we are looking at global events or the local news within 
our own country, it is clear that the ability to listen, wanting to 
understand the views of others, and to value our differences is 
what allows communities to thrive. 

At West Drayton Academy, we actively celebrate diversity. I am so 
proud to be the Principal of a school that is home to a terrific array 
of backgrounds and experiences. This variety is our greatest 
strength. It prepares our children to be global citizens.

While we take great pride in our 50+ languages, we strive every day 
for our children to be fluent in the one language of kindness and 
respect for others. From our Four Pillars, Pillar Two is ‘being kind’. 
Communication isn't just about the words we speak; it is about 
how we treat one another when we disagree, how we support a 
friend who is struggling, and how we welcome a new child who 
has just arrived from a different school, area or country.

When children learn to respect one another, they are learning that 
our shared values are far more powerful than our differences.

Thank you for your continued support in reinforcing these values at 
home. By working together, we ensure that West Drayton remains 
a safe, harmonious, and joyful place for every single child to learn 
and grow.

Warmest regards,

RIchard Yates
Principal
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Dates for your diary
5th May
Farm Visit Nursery 
Y3 Geography Activity 
7th May
Judo Taster Session 
8th May
Y3/4 Tri Golf Event 
11th May 
Y6 SATS week
13th & 14th May 
Y2 Visit to Mini Golf
14th May
Live Workout with Joe Wicks 
20th May
Y3/4 Quadkids Event at 
Hillingdon
25th May
Half Term 
1st June 
School reopens for pupils 
Y5 Trip to Windsor Castle 

Attendance
The class with the best 
attendance this week is: 

1st place: 6M with 98.4%
2nd place:  4L & 5R with 97.1%
3rd place:   6B with 97%

It will be a non-uniform 
day for 6M on Friday 8th May. 

Well done!

Never miss out on what’s happening 
in the school!

Download the Piota App for all school updates 
and be sure to follow us on Instagram for 

weekly updates
 

@WestDraytonAcademy

HEART
Be kind
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This Friday’s assembly showcased a classical dance performance based on the devotional 
composition “Mushika Vahana Modaka Hasta”. Ayati, Devanshi, Diya S, Diya V, Kiara, Saanvi, 
Sunena, Shriya, Tanushreya and Shravani participated in this performance. These children were 
trained by an experienced guru,  Raga Sudha Gaaru, from the Sanskruti Centre of Cultural 
Excellence.

This beautiful piece begins with a prayer to Lord Vinayaka, seeking his blessings for wisdom and 
auspicious beginnings. It then honors Goddess Saraswathi, the embodiment of knowledge, 
music, and the arts, and concludes with a tribute to Lord Shiva, the cosmic dancer, symbolizing 
the harmony of movement, rhythm, and expression.

The children manifested extraordinary discipline and highlighted the unique beauty of Indian 
classical dance. It was a vibrant display of our cultural diversity, and left everyone in awe! 

A special thanks to the parents of the participants for their time and support and for bringing 
this performance to West Drayton Academy. 

School Assembly: Classical Dance Performance 
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Adventure awaited our Year 4 warriors this week as they traded their modern uniforms for 
tunics and furs for our spectacular Viking Day! To deepen their historical inquiry, the 
children spent the day immersed in the world of the Norsemen, showcasing incredible 
creativity by crafting their own shields, swords, and longships. Our classrooms were filled 
with the aroma of the past as children explored the Viking diet, even rolling up their 
sleeves to prepare traditional bread. It was wonderful to see the effort put into their 
stunning costumes, which truly brought our history topic to life. From ship-building to 
bread-breaking, it was an unforgettable day of hands-on learning that left our young 
Vikings ready to conquer their next academic challenge!
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Year 3 recently embarked on a wonderful trip to Bhaktivedanta Manor, where they were immersed 
in the vibrant sights and sounds of a working Hindu temple. The children explored the stunning 
grounds, admiring the intricate artwork and statues before visiting the cow protection centre to 
learn about the importance of animals in the faith.Inside the temple, the group observed peaceful 
moments of prayer and song, gaining a real insight into Hindu worship. A highlight of the day was 
seeing the beautiful murtis and learning the stories of the gods; some children even had the 
chance to dress up in traditional clothing. It was an inspiring day that truly brought their 
classroom learning to life! 

Y3 Visit to Bhaktivedanta Manor Temple 
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Our recent visit from The Owl and Raptor Centre 
brought a touch of magic (and a few feathers!) to our 
classrooms this week. It was a wonderful opportunity 
for our young learners to step out of the pages of their 
books and into the fascinating world of real-life 
raptors. 

The children were delighted to meet four unique owls, 
each with their own distinct personality and 
appearance. From the silent flight of the Barn Owl to 
the piercing gaze of the Southern African Owl, our 
students had a front-row seat to nature's most 
impressive nocturnal hunters. 

This visit perfectly complemented our current class 
story, The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark. The 
children were able to compare the character of Plop to 
the real owls they met. 

It was a truly memorable day that sparked curious 
questions and inspired some fantastic follow-up 
writing. A huge thank you to the handlers at The Owl 
Centre for such an enriching experience!  

Y2 Owl and Raptor Centre Visit 
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Votes for School 
This week, during Votes for School, we discussed:
Do you know what a healthy relationship feels like? 

Coming up: 
Should the UK send its rubbish to other countries? 
Children will have an opportunity to discuss, what some other countries are doing, and whether this 
is something UK should be following as well. 
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Build ultimate lunchbox: To build the ultimate lunchbox, follow five simple steps: 
include a fiber-rich main, fresh fruit, a healthy snack, vegetables, and water. Choose 
wholemeal bread or wraps with protein-rich fillings like tuna or hummus to keep 
you energized for adventure. Complete the meal with a "handful" of bitesize fruits 
and raw vegetables to eat the rainbow, opting for water to stay perfectly refreshed. 
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Liyana D

Jacob H

Michael O

Misha J 

Samyra R

Krithvick K

Harshitha V 

Ali A

Thigazhoviyan J

Rajan S

Saanvi P

Aaditraj D

Smriti A

Yohan G

Thomas G

Yusra K

Venba J






