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Principal’s update
Making After-School Moments Count: A Gentle Reminder

As we settle into the rhythm of the term, we want to ensure that the 
transition from the classroom to home is as positive, safe, and healthy as 
possible. To help us achieve this, we’d like to share a quick reminder 
regarding two key areas of our school day: our Food Policy and our 
"Phone-Free" Pick-up.

Our Food Policy: Fueling Success
We’ve noticed an increase in children being met at the gates with 
"treat" foods like crisps, sweets, and chocolate. While we understand the 
desire to provide a snack after a long day of learning, we ask that you 
support our food policy by keeping these items for home.

Why it matters: Consistency is Key: Maintaining a clear distinction 
between "school fuel" and "home treats" helps children understand 
boundaries and makes it easier for teachers to encourage healthy 
eating during the day. Inclusion & Safety: Many of our students live with 
severe allergies. When unregulated snacks are shared or opened in the 
crowded dismissal area, it can create an unnecessary risk for our more 
vulnerable pupils. Please save the sweets and crisps for when you get 
home, ensuring our school environment remains a space dedicated to 
health and wellness.

A "Hello" Without the Handset
We are politely asking all parents and carers to avoid using mobile 
phones during the afternoon pick-up.

Why it matters: Emotional Connection: After several hours apart, the 
moment a child sees your face is a vital point of connection. Being met 
with eye contact and a smile—rather than the back of a phone—helps 
boost their self-esteem and sense of security. 
Safety & Supervision: The school gates are a busy, high-traffic 
environment. Full attention is required from both adults and children to 
ensure everyone navigates the crowds and nearby roads safely.

Let’s Work Together; Our goal is to make the end of the school day a 
calm, celebratory time where every child feels seen and supported. By 
following these simple guidelines, you’re helping us build a stronger, 
more focused school community. Thank you for your continued 
partnership and support!

Richard Yates
Principal
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Dates for your diary
23rd February
Staff Training Day
School is close for children
Parents’ Meetings from 
1:00pm
24th February 
School reopens for children
Y5 Swimming Week 2
25th February 
Football against John 
Locke (away)
4th March 
Y2 Library Visit 
6th March 
World Book Day 
11th March 
Book Fair 

Attendance
The class with the best 
attendance this academic 
year is: 

1st place: 5R with 99.29%
2nd place: 1D & 6B with 
98.57%
3rd place:  6M with 98%

It will be a non-uniform 
day for 5R  on Friday 27th  
February. Well done!

Never miss out on what’s happening 
in the school!

Download the Piota App for all school updates 
and be sure to follow us on Instagram for 

weekly updates
 

@WestDraytonAcademy

Parents’ Meetings: Monday 23rd February   
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Each half term, we hold a special assembly in order to recognise and celebrate 
children’s achievements. Congratulations to the winners. Continue to work hard and 

perhaps you could win next time! 

Millionaire’s Club
Children who have read 1 million words+

Tanushreya D 6 Carroll 
Yaffet N 6Blackman 
Shravani S 6 Carroll 
Shafiqa S 6Blackman 
Harshetha P 6 Carroll
Avani S 6 Carroll
Akshat J 6Blackman Most RWI Books Read 

(Y1)
Dr Seuss:  Charlie P
Donaldson: Vidhun K
A A Milne: Shloka N

Accelerated Reader Raffle 
(Year 2-6)
Year 2 Winner: Vihaanika K
Year 3 Winner: Saffat K
Year 4 Winner:  Saanvi P
Year 5 Winner:  Imaan J
Year 6 Winner:  Anvitha D

Reading Plus Recognition 
Kudos most combos above 80%

Rithanya V 3 Atinuke
Magizhini B 3 Potter
Ruby F 3 Dahl
Ridhanaya P 4 Wilson
Tanav N 4 Lowery
Adhiraiyan V 4 Rauf
Freddie S 5 Zephaniah
Shima-Amaia 5 Sachar
Alayna M 5 Riordan
Aarav B 6 Carroll
Zahradeen A 6 Blackman
Nifemi F 6 Morpurgo

Attendance: 
Children who achieved 100% attendance for the half term receive a certificate. 
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Most tasks completed 
on Emile 
Aleena A 6M
Avani S 6C
Aviraj K 4OR
Ishaanvi S 4L

Children scoring 25/25 on MTC
Ali
Amelia
Ariana
Aryaan
Aryan
Bonnie-Ada
Elaan
Eliana
Ishaanvi
Thananjai
Jannat
Jegath
Kabir

Kiara
Lauren
Mark
Matthew
Noah
Rajan
Reign
Siddarth
Srinika
Tanav
Vinushree
Zarlasht
Zaynab 

Aaditraj
Aviraj 
Devanshi
Diya
Kahkashan
Krishav
Mahzala
Manveer
Rajika
Riya
Sharlee
Srirangan
Tejansh

Most Improved in 
Multiplication (Year 4)
Mark Lowery: Johnny M
Wilson: Mohammadarsh J
Onjali Rauf: Ismail D

SATS Companion 
(Year 6)
most questions answered 

Emily S  (Carroll )
Dua F (Morpurgo )
Alvi  M (Blackman)

Vedhansh
Vinaayak Sai
Yasmin N
Zariya
Alexander
Barathi
Darcie
Eva
Junaid
Madeeha
Mahitha
Mohammadarsh

Nishwanth
Rayansh
Ridhanya
Saanvi
Sahana
Sunena
Tashneet 
Kaur
Yasmin
Zain
Zuri
Nia
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Numbers Day
We had a fantastic time celebrating NSPCC Number Day! 
The children enjoyed taking part in a range of fun, 
number-based activities throughout the day, helping to 
develop their maths skills in exciting and engaging ways.

We were especially lucky to receive a special visit from 
Numberblock One, which caused great excitement across 
the school! The children loved meeting Numberblock One 
and taking photos together. It was a wonderful way to 
bring our learning to life while supporting such an 
important cause.
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Votes for School 
This week, during Votes for School, we discussed:
Would you trust advice from AI chatbots? (KS2)
Should people use AI chatbots for AI advice (KS1)

A huge shout out to Emma & Erik for winning gold and bronze medals respectively in an 
international sparring competition in Belgium. And a huge congratulations to Darcie for winning 
the tallest trophy in a latest dance competition. Way to go, we couldn’t be more proud of them! 
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Celebrating Children's Mental Health Week 
We were delighted to participate in Place2Be’s Children’s Mental Health Week. This 
year’s theme was Belonging, a concept our pupils embraced with wonderful 
curiosity and insight.

Throughout the day, the children explored the deeper meaning of what it means to 
belong. They shared heartfelt stories about their families, friendships, and the 
various places, both near and far, that hold a special significance in their lives.

To bring these ideas to life, the children created beautiful ‘My Place’ maps. These 
creative projects served as a vibrant showcase of their individual journeys and the 
diverse communities that shape their sense of identity. It was truly inspiring to see 
them reflect so thoughtfully on their connections to the world around them.
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Recreate a Book Cover Competition
To enter this competition, send your picture to your class 
email or bring your picture into school, with your name 

and class, by Thursday 5th March 2026 .

Story in a Box Competition World Book Day Costumes
Dress up on Friday 6th MarchCan you fit a story inside a box?

 To enter this competition, choose
 a  story to represent inside a box. Bring your 

box into school by Thursday 5th March

Do you have a favourite story book character? 
In every year group, the best costume will be 

chosen to win a prize!  Winners will be 
announced following the parade! 
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Chimelum A

Olivia C

Jamal S

Margaret Ann M

Nila T

Krishav K

Amyra M

Kevin P

Ranveer 

Noah D

Nishwanth T

Jessica S

Aadhvik N

Ayla R

Emilia M

Jana K

Stefan G


