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Principal’s update

I would like to begin the new term by 
sharing my thoughts on reading and 
asking for your help. Reading is an 
important educational skill - it is the key 
that opens up most of a child's 
curriculum. At home and school, we share 
the responsibility of teaching children to 
read. It's no secret that activities at home 
are an important supplement to the 
classroom, but there's more to it than that.

Although I appreciate that lives are sometimes hectic, you should try 
to read with your child at least once a day at a regularly scheduled 
time. Don't be discouraged if you skip a day or don't always keep to 
your schedule. Just read to your child as often as you possibly can. If 
you have more than one child, try to spend some time reading alone 
with each child, especially if they're more than 2 years apart. 
However, it's also fine to read to children at different stages and ages 
at the same time. Most children enjoy listening to many types of 
stories. When stories are complex, children can still get the idea and 
can be encouraged to ask questions. When stories are easy or 
familiar, children enjoy these "old friends" and may even help in the 
reading. 

Taking the time to read with your children on a regular basis sends 
an important message: Reading is worthwhile. Our goal is to 
motivate children to want to read so they will practice reading 
independently and, thus, become fluent readers. 

Richard Yates 
Principal 
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Dates for your diary
20th January
Y6 Junior Citizens  Event
22nd January 
Netball against Oakfarm
28th January 
Y1 Reading Museum (1S 
and 1M)
Football against 
Rabbsfarm
29th January 
Netball against John Locke
30th January 
Y1 Reading Museum (1D)
2nd February
Y6 Visit to Imperial War 
Museum
3rd February 
Reception Planetarium 
Y6 visit o Imperial War 
Museum 

@WestDraytonAcademy

Attendance
The class with the best 
attendance this academic 
year is: 

1st place:  6M with 98.57%
2nd place: 3A with 98.28%
3rd place:  6C with 98.08%

It will be a non-uniform 
day for 6M on Friday
23rd  January. Well done!



  West Drayton Academy Newsletter   
www.westdraytonschool.com 
01895 442904
wdaoffice@theparkfederation.org

16th January 2026
Edition 17

Hillingdon Inclusive Polybat Competition
Our students took part in a borough wide 
Inclusive Polybat Competition. This provided an 
opportunity to our students to have fun, work as 
a team and to have a positive experience 
outside the school. The competition was held at 
Meadow High School and children had a great 
time. Thank you to all the parents for their 
support. 

Planetarium - Year 5
This week, Year 5 had an exciting visit from the 
Immersive Experiences Explorer Dome. They 
brought a planetarium to school for the 
children to experience an immersive space 
show. Year 5 were so amazed by the way the 
pictures were projected all around us, with 
mesmerising footage of planets, stars, asteroids 
and many more. 

The children learnt interesting facts about the 
solar system and stars. The leader was very 
interesting and knowledgeable and  Year 5 
thoroughly enjoyed the space show in the 
planetarium. This was an excellent experience 
offered under the 100 club, and also helped the 
children develop more knowledge for their 
Science topic about Earth and Space.

Dodgeball Tournament 
We are incredibly proud of our Y4 dodgeball 
team, who represented the school at 
Federation dodgeball competition. They 
competed against 9 other teams displaying 
incredible skill, speed and sportsmanship. They 
managed to secure third place and brought 
bronze medals home. 

Another superb win for WDA! 
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Votes for School 
This week, during Votes for School, we discussed:
Are you interested in world news? (KS2)
Are you interested in news from other countries? (KS1)

Coming up:
Is it easy to challenge stereotypes? (KS2)
Is it easy to work out what people are like? (KS1)
Pupils will have an opportunity to discuss whether it is easy to challenge stereotypes, and younger 
children will reflect o n whether it is easy to know what people are like. 

No-phone on the playground  Approach

From Monday 19th January, we will be introducing a 
no-phone approach on the playground during drop-off 
and pick-up times. We kindly ask parents and carers to 
refrain from using mobile phones while on the 
playground.

Our simple message is: “Greet children with a smile.” 

By being present and engaged during these moments, 
we help create a welcoming environment that supports 
children’s confidence, wellbeing, and sense of belonging. 
Thank you for your support in helping us keep our 
playground a positive, child-focused space
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Vivienne Q

Preston D

Bianka G

Melody S

Yoseph S

Rethym C

Danitza M

Hanifa H

Aliza N

Darcie R

Srirangram K

Reign B

Shafana S

Kasim Z

Priyanshi M

Oscar G

Rehaan S

Alvi M


