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Principal’s update
As we move through the academic year, I want to take a moment to 
celebrate the wonderful energy and engagement we see in our classrooms 
every day. This consistency is thanks, in large part, to the excellent 
attendance records many of our pupils maintain.

I want to emphasize that good school attendance is about much more than 
just following the rules; it is the foundation of your child's success, 
happiness, and overall development. Every day your child is in school, they 
are building vital cornerstones for their future.

Our curriculum is carefully planned, with each lesson building upon the last. 
Missing even a few days can create 'gaps' in knowledge, making 
subsequent topics harder to grasp. Regular attendance ensures your child 
stays on track, understands key concepts, and avoids the stress of catching 
up.

School is a crucial place for developing social skills. Attending consistently 
means your child is present for shared activities, collaborative projects, and 
daily breaktime interactions. This strengthens friendships, teaches 
compromise, and helps them feel a strong sense of belonging within our 
school community.

Our school target for attendance is 96%—which means your child should 
ideally miss no more than eight school days in an entire year. Every 
percentage point below this is a missed opportunity for learning and 
connection.

We know that genuine illness is unavoidable. However, we encourage you to 
schedule appointments (including dental and medical check-ups) outside 
of school hours wherever possible. If your child is well enough to be in 
school, they should be in school. Thank you for partnering with us to ensure 
your child receives the full benefit of their primary education.

Richard Yates
Principal 
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Dates for your diary
15th December 
EYFS Panto: Beauty and 
the Beast
Y2 Visit to Church
Christmas Fair 3:30 pm
16th December 
Nursery Christmas Show
17th December 
Christmas Lunch &
Christmas Jumper Day
18th December 
Y1 Nativity Performance 
9:30am & 2:00pm
19th December 
End of Term
6th January 
School reopens for children

Attendance
The class with the best 
attendance this academic 
year is: 

1st place:  3A with 98.93%
2nd place: 4L with 96.9%
3rd place:  5S with 96.84%

It will be a non-uniform 
day for 3A on Friday
19th December. Well done!

@WestDraytonAcademy

Do you know that we are on social media? 
You can follow us on instagram, just search West Drayton 

Academy. For all other important updates and communication 
please download Piota App for West Drayton Academy and never 

miss a thing again! 

We are excited to share that CGP books and workbooks are 
available to buy from school from Monday 15th December. You 
can meet us outside the Paddington Library throughout this 
week at drop off and pick up time. 



  West Drayton Academy Newsletter   
www.westdraytonschool.com 
01895 442904
wdaoffice@theparkfederation.org

12th December 2025
Edition 14

Votes for School 
This week, during Votes for School, we discussed:
Can parasocial relationships be be helpful? (KS2)
Are imaginary friends helpful? (KS1)

Coming up:

. 

Musical Performance 
A huge thank you to all the students who took part in 
our Christmas Musical Showcase, your piano playing 
and singing were fantastic. Special thanks to Miss 
Mutsunge  from  Teach Major and Mr Smith, music 
teacher for their hard work in rehearsals and 
performance.  Congratulations to all the participants, 
you made our school very proud. 

 

Author’s Visit 
Our KS2 children attended a special assembly today, where they were visited by Alan Barbara. 
Alan is a children’s author and is famous for writing hilarious Lottie Baxter stories. 

Alan read excerpts from his book, which was thoroughly enjoyed by the children. The assembly 
included an interesting Q&A session where they learnt about creative process of writing and 
discussed importance of reading books. We hope Alan would have sparked imagination of our 
young readers and perhaps inspired a few future authors.  
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

● Kishan T

● Ananya N

● Freddie S

● Hudson L

● Anass S

● Anna S

● Ayoub D

● Amayra K

● Devanshi U

● Jegath V

● Farhan H

● Iqra H

● Josie-May O

● Raoni B

● Ilias A

● Julius N
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