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Principal’s update
Plans are gathering pace for Christmas, there’s lots 
happening. All dates and times are included in this 
newsletter. 

Christmas is one of many cultural events that we celebrate at West 
Drayton Academy. If there's an event or celebration you would like 
us to know, please contact Miss Tinning, our teacher responsible 
for cultural events, or Mrs Malik, our Family Liaison Officer. Mrs 
Malik and Miss Tinning lead the Culture Club, a group of parents 
who regularly meet to share ideas, news and information. Why 
don't you come along to the next session! Contact the school office 
or visit the website for more information.

We are experiencing a high number of children arriving late to the 
school. This is a reminder that children can be dropped off in the 
playground at 8:40am. Coming on time can help your child to learn 
about routine and commitment.

Thank you for your support in ensuring that your child arrives to 
school on time, it makes a meaningful difference. 

Richard Yates
Principal 
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Dates for your diary
1st December 
Y6 Assessment Week 
4th December 
Reception Bakery Visit 
8th December 
Assessment Week 
12th December
Non-uniform day
15th December 
Y1 Panto: Beauty and the 
Beast
Christmas Fair 3:30 pm
16th December 
Nursery Christmas Show
17th December 
Christmas Lunch &
Christmas Jumper Day
18th December 
Y1 Nativity Performance 
9:30am & 2:00pm

Attendance
The class with the best 
attendance this academic 
year is: 

1st place:  6C with 99.26%
2nd place:  4OR with 98.3%
3rd place: 3A & 3P with 
97.5% 

It will be a non-uniform 
day for 6C on Friday 
5th December. 
Well done!

@WestDraytonAcademy

Do you know that we are on social media? 
You can follow us on instagram, just search West Drayton 

Academy. For all other important updates and communication 
please download Piota App for West Drayton Academy and never 

miss a thing again! 
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Is Your Child Too Young for WhatsApp and TikTok?
Guide for Year 5 & 6 Parents/Carers

As children transition through Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6), their interest in the digital world naturally 
grows. They want to connect with friends, follow trends, and explore popular social media platforms. 
However, we are writing to highlight an increasingly important safeguarding concern: the underage use of 
applications like WhatsApp and TikTok. It has come to our attention that some children in this age group are 
already using these apps, often leading to inappropriate use and exposure to significant risks.

Minimum Age Requirement for Tik Tok is 13 years and WhatsApp is 16 years 

There is a strict minimum age requirements for these apps which are in place to protect young users from 
content and interactions they are not yet equipped to handle. While children can easily bypass age-check 
measures, this does not negate the rules. For the vast majority of our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils, they are under 
the minimum age for both of these platforms.

The hidden risks of underage usage of these apps  are huge, as they expose children to inappropriate 
content, there is a danger of contact with strangers, and can lead to cyber bullying and friendships issues. All 
of this can significantly  impact children’s mental health and wellbeing. 

How Parents Can Help Keep Children Safe Online
1. Check Their Devices: Review the apps on your child’s devices. If they have an account on WhatsApp, 

TikTok, or other 13+ apps (like Instagram or Snapchat), we strongly recommend you delete it.
2. Talk Openly and Often: Have an honest conversation about why these age limits exist and discuss 

the risks involved. Establish clear family rules for internet and device use.
3. Use Parental Controls: Utilise built-in safety features like Google Family Link or Apple Screen Time to 

manage downloads, set time limits, and monitor usage. Many apps like TikTok also offer Family 
Pairing features.

4. Keep Devices in Shared Spaces: Encourage your child to use their devices in communal areas of the 
house (e.g., the living room) rather than alone in their bedroom.

5. Reinforce the 'Trusted Adult' Message: We regularly teach online safety in school, promoting the 
message of 'Talk to your trusted adults' if they see anything worrying. Please reinforce this important 
lesson at home.

If you have any concerns or require further support, please do not hesitate to contact our School 
Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Sall, or your child’s class teacher. We also have extensive information on our 
school website regarding online safety.

Important Resources for online safety
● NSPCC: Advice on apps and social media safety.
● Thinkuknow: Online safety advice from the National Crime Agency (CEOP).
● Internet Matters: Guides on parental controls for various devices and apps

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/parents/
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/
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Diwali Competition: Winners 

Culture Club would like to thank all children who 
participated in the Diwali competition. We had so many 
beautiful, talented entries! We are proud to announce the 
following children as this year's winners. Each child has won 
50 Dojo points as their prize! Well done to everyone! 

Culture Club will be announcing more competitions 
throughout the year so keep an eye out for announcements 
in future newsletters! Congratulations again to the winners!



  West Drayton Academy Newsletter   
www.westdraytonschool.com 
01895 442904
wdaoffice@theparkfederation.org

28th  November  2025
Edition 12

Votes for School 
This week, during Votes for School, we discussed:
Should  your school help you get ready to vote at 16? (KS2)
Should your school teach you about voting? (KS1)

Coming up:
Do you think disabled people’s stories are heard?
Next week, to mark International day of persons with disabilities, students will have an opportunity to 
discuss whether disabled people’s stories are heard and why this is important. 

Taekwondo Champion! 

We are absolutely thrilled to share that Emma from 
Y6 participated in Taekwondo Polish Open Cup, and 
won a gold medal in the sparring category. It was a 
very competitive tournament where young athletes 
from across Europe participated. 

The gold medal signifies Emma’s hardwork and 
dedication. A huge Congratulations on this 
outstanding and well deserved success, we are 
incredibly proud of Emma’s achievement!  
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Y3 Trip to Theatre Royal, Windsor 
Year 3 enjoyed a fantastic day out in Windsor watching a 
much loved, classic Cinderella pantomime! 

From the very beginning they were hooked to the 
amazing dancing and catchy songs. The atmosphere in 
the theatre was electric. The ugly sisters were particularly 
hilarious with their performance and jokes. The characters 
brought so much energy to the stage with their 
performances and children loved every moment of it. 
There was not a dull moment, as you could hear the 
children laughing throughout the performance. 

The energy continued, as they laughed and joked about 
their favourite scenes on their way back to school. It was an 
amazing day out and the best way to get us all in the 
Christmas spirit! 
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

● Reyansh A

● Kariola I

● Harideep V

● Olivia F

● Mofe F

● Alice T

● Amyra M

● Aurora K 

● Arya J

● Siddarth M

● Krishav C

● Tharika T

● Evan E

● Ivy A

● Shravani S

● Ivaan A

● Robert C
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