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Principal’s update

ATTENDANCE MATTERS!

Good attendance at school is not just valuable, it’s essential. 
Going to school is directly linked to improved academic 
performance which should in turn lead to further learning 
opportunities and better job prospects. Children with the 
poorest attendance, more often than not, progress less well 
than other children. As well as this, going to school helps to 
develop: friendships, social skills, team values, life skills, 
cultural awareness. 

Without permission, some West Drayton families are choosing 
to take their children out of school for non medical, extended 
periods of time. To be clear, there is a legal obligation to 
ensure children receive a suitable, full-time education. 
Unauthorised absence may result in Hillingdon Council 
issuing a fine or issuing a court summons. 

The Principal may only grant leave of absence for exceptional 
circumstances. Examples of any exceptional circumstances, 
where leave may be granted during term time, are included in 
a document called, ‘Attendance Matters’ - this is on the 
school’s website. Exceptional leave must be requested before 
travel arrangements are made. 

When attendance falls below 95%, you may receive a 
notification letter and if attendance falls below 90%, you may 
be asked to meet with school staff or the local authority.

Your child only gets one education, let’s treasure it. Thank you 
for your continued support with your child’s school 
attendance. 

Richard Yates
Principal 
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Dates for your diary
26th November 
Y3 Panto visit 
Reception & Y6 Height and 
Weight Check (NCMP)*
8th December 
Assessment Week 
10th December 
Performing Arts Club End 
of Term Performance 
15th December 
Y1 Panto: Beauty and the 
Beast
Christmas Fair 
17th December 
Christmas Lunch 

Attendance
The class with the best 
attendance this academic 
year is: 

1st place: 6M with 99.2%
2nd place: 3D with 98.6%
3rd place: 5S with 98.5%

It will be a non-uniform 
day for 6M on Friday 
21st November! 

Well done!

@WestDraytonAcademy

Do you know that we are on social media? 
You can follow us on instagram, just search West Drayton 

Academy. For all other important updates and communication 
please download Piota App for West Drayton Academy and never 

miss a thing again! 

https://www.westdraytonschool.com/_site/data/files/users/parents/9F9DFACD101C388C4861FDB7E786C3BF.pdf
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Spelling Bee House Competition

This week the finalists from Year 2 - Year 6 competed in our annual Spelling Bee house competition. 
The final was incredibly competitive and all the finalists and winners can be proud of their 
achievements! 

Well done to all the finalists for securing a place in the finals!

The winners of the Spelling Bee Competition for 2025 are:
Year 2 - Mahrosh (Blue House)
Year 3 - Diya (Green House)
Year 4 - Riya (Blue House)
Year 5 - Shima (Blue House)
Year 6 - Venba (Red House)

🏆Congratulations to the Blue House team for coming 1st place in the 2025 Spelling Bee 
competition!

Total Dojo points awarded to each child representing their house team.
● Winners in each year group earn 10 dojo points
● Runners up (finalists) earn 5 dojo points
● All entrants earn 1 dojo points

House Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6

Mahrosh 🥇 Shivaank Riya 🥇 Shima 🥇 Rehaan

Aria Samara Devanshi Imaan Avani

Mariam Diya 🥇 Yasmin F Dakshith Pranika

Eliza Vivaan Sahana Rihan Aarav

Shriya Sakina Adhitraj Riya Venba 🥇

Jaival Deeryan Srirangan Izma Tanushreya
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Y4 Roman Visit

We marched, we cooked and we trained! On 
Monday, we successfully transformed our school 
into a vibrant Roman marching camp for a 
fantastic Roman Experience Day. This event truly 
brought our history topic to life.

Students spent the day training as new 
legionaries. They started by meeting a Centurion 
and examining authentic Roman camp 
equipment. They participated in camp life, which 
included playing Roman games and even 
preparing a 2000-year-old Roman hardtack and 
stew recipe. In the afternoon, they became 
'history detectives' by handling genuine artefacts 
before undergoing rigorous legionary training. 
This featured shield work, marching drills and 
learning the famous tortoise formation.

Year 4 also came dressed in fantastic Roman 
costumes. It was so wonderful to see all their 
robes and armour. Thank you to all children for 
making such an effort and a huge thank you to 
everyone who helped make the day a great 
historical adventure.
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Votes for School 
This week, during Votes for School, we discussed:
Is it easy to stand up for yourself? 

Coming up:
Should people still be given knighthoods? (KS2)
Should there still be knight? (KS1)
Pupils will have an opportunity to discuss how and where the knighthood originated and the role 
that they play in the UK society. 

Girls Football Tournament
This week, the girls’ football team took part in a borough wide football tournament.  Across a 
series of matches girls demonstrated great teamwork and sportsmanship, and earned a well 
deserved 3rd place finish overall. Well played and well done! 
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Federation Spelling Bee 
This week, three children from Year 4, Sahana, Rayansh, 
and Kiara, took part in the Federation Spelling Bee at 
Godolphin Junior Academy.

They were among the 27 finalists across the federation. 
What an amazing achievement! Although they didn’t 
make it into the final three, they did an incredible job 
spelling some really tricky words and representing our 
school beautifully. We’re so proud of their confidence, hard 
work, and enthusiasm. Well done, Sahana, Rayansh, and 
Kiara!

Reception & Y6:  Wednesday 26th November*
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

● Pranavi B

● Sajad A

● Mia M

● Vibisha B

● Safa M

● Suhaib B

● Azaan M

● Yafi A

● Sophia S

● Noah D

● Zahaa Q

● Mahitha S

● Adil A

● Aarav S

● Vyaan D

● Tanushreya D

● Mohammed Y

● Kendall F


