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Principal’s update
In previous weeks, I have shared the importance of children 
attending school. Attendance is not just valuable, it’s essential. 
Going to school is directly linked to academic performance, 
happiness and better job prospects. Attending school is, of course, 
also a legal requirement. 

We consistently monitor your child’s attendance and provide 
‘awareness’ letters when attendance is becoming a concern. The 
first round of ‘raising awareness’ letters will be sent to parents next 
week and, in some cases, a subsequent meeting will be arranged 
with a member of SLT. 

If attendance continues to drop, medical evidence will be required 
to authorise all absence, and financial penalty notices could be 
issued.

On the school website, there’s an information leaflet called 
‘Attendance Matters’. This informs you of when to keep a child off 
school, what to do if they are absent and what happens if your 
child’s attendance falls below our standards.

Most common ailments do not require children to be absent from 
school. If in doubt please send your child in and the Welfare 
Assistant will assess your child if needed, and contact you if they 
should be sent home. 

Richard Yates
Principal

17th October 2025
Edition 7

Dates for your diary
22nd October 
Y1 Library Visit 
23rd October 
Black History Month 
Exhibition  
27th October 
Half term 
3rd November
Inset Day +Parents’ 
Meetings 1:30pm 
School is closed for 
children
4th November 
School reopens for children
6th November 
School Fireworks 
10th November 
Y4 Roman Visit 

Attendance

The class with the best 
attendance this academic 
year is: 

1st place: 3A with 99.31%
2nd place: 1D with 99.29%
3rd place: 4OR with 98.33%

It will be a non-uniform 
day for  3A on Friday 
24th th October! 

Well done!

@WestDraytonAcademy

Do you know we are on social media? 
You can follow us on instagram, just search West Drayton 

Academy. For all other important updates and communication 
please download Piota App for West Drayton Academy and never 

miss a thing again! 
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Diwali Celebrations 

The Diwali celebration was a resounding success. The day was a 
beautiful celebration of our community spirit, offering something 

special for everyone.

Children were all excited as they arrived dressed in their most 
colourful clothing. They attended a special assembly led by parents. 
This assembly was educational, sharing stories and highlighting the 

significance of Diwali festival. They showcased traditional dresses 
and cultural artefacts.

Children will be participating in a Diwali Art competition, all entries cost £1, and proceeds 
from Diwali competition  will be going to ActionAid.

At the end of the day there was a beautiful buzz at the Diwali fair, where everyone came 
together. There was music, food, toys, and henna, something for everyone!

 It was heartwarming to see community coming together to celebrate, leaving everyone 
excited about the next event. Thank you to all the parents who made this possible.
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Diwali: Parent Talk in Nursery 
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Votes for School 
This week, during Votes for School, we discussed:
Does climate change worry you? (KS1)
Does climate change worry you often? (KS2)

Coming up:
Does ultra processed food need more warnings on it? (KS2)
Should we learn more about what is in our food? (KS1)
Children will consider what exactly is in the food we eat. KS2 voters will be deciding whether 
ultra-processed food needs more warnings on it, while younger voters will decide whether we 
should learn about what is in our food.

NSPCC PANTS Week

We've been teaching the children about 
the NSPCC 'PANTS' rule as part of our 
work on personal safety. This program 
uses the acronym P-A-N-T-S to give 
children five simple, memorable rules 
about keeping their bodies safe, who 
they can talk to, and why they should 
always say 'No' if they feel unsafe or 
unsure about something. You can find 
more information and resources on the 
NSPCC website.  Talk PANTS! 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/pants-underwear-rule/
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

● Ellis B

● Dhyara C

● Saffa M

● Kader F

● Mason M

● Hana I

● Saisrihaan G

● Sophia S

● Hanifa H

● Magizhthan R

●  Fleur D

● Amelia T

● Rafay S

● Sharwil G

● Rufaiza M 

● Archie I

● Aariz S

● Harry G


