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Principal’s update
Are parents the most under-used resource in schools? For behaviour, 
attendance and children’s learning, research shares the benefits of 
engaging the whole school community. What can’t we achieve when 
everyone is pulling in the same direction? When parents are involved 
in their education, children do better on a wide range of measures.

These positive effects include:
● Better behaviour
● More confidence and greater self-esteem
● Higher attendance rates
● A lower risk of exclusion
● More enthusiasm about learning
● Better results

When schools and parents listen to each other and work together, they 
have a really positive impact on attainment and pupil well-being. This is 
why it is so important that we work in partnership, from a child’s first 
day at school right through to when they leave. 

At West Drayton, we are fortunate to have great links with parents, and 
we are committed to further strengthening these links.  Our parent 
information sessions have been well received - thank you all who have 
attended.

Finally, if you have yet to do so, please sign up for the PIOTA app - this is 
our main source of communication. The website includes lots of 
information about the school. If you have any queries, please contact 
the office - let us know what the query is about so that we can direct 
you to the appropriate respondent. 
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Dates for your diary
22nd - 24th September 
Y6 PGL 
24th September
Y2 Information Meeting 
3:30 pm
26th September 
Y4 Information Meeting 
9:00 am 
30th September 
Book Fair 
3rd October 
Flu Vaccination 
6th - 10th October
Help at Home 
8th October 
School Photography 

Attendance
The class with the best 
attendance this academic 
year is: 

1st place: 4OR with 99.32%
2nd place: 4W with 99.31%
3rd place: 2BR with 97.7%

It will be a non-uniform 
day for 4OR on Friday 
27th September! Well done!

@WestDraytonAcademy

Reminder: Edison Close is a Private Road
The local authority has confirmed that Edison  Close is 
a private road. Residents have recently put up "private 
road" signs to remind everyone that cars can't park 
there without their permission - not even for 5 minutes.

We kindly request that you do not park on Edison Close during school 
drop-off and pick-up times. Your cooperation will help us maintain a good 
relationship with our neighbours and ensure the safety of all our children. If 
you're having difficulties at drop off and pick up, please contact the office.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.
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Votes for School 
This week, during Votes for School, we discussed:
Do you feel proud of living in the UK?

Coming up:

Universal Infant Free School Meals 
(UIFSM) provides funding for all 
schools including WDA. 

This year, all children can benefit from 
free school meals, not just KS1. 

Any school with 90% uptake of school 
dinners can receive extra funding. This 
is calculated on one day called a 
‘census day’ - the next census day is 
Thursday 2nd October. 

We need as many children as we can 
to have a school dinner on this date. 
We request all parents to participate 
and encourage children to choose 
school meals on Thursday, 2nd 
October.

Remember:

The meal is free, it will save you 
money
The meal is hot and nutritious
It will save you time

and…

School receives additional funding to 
spend on the children.

 We work closely with our catering team who carefully plan and prepare meals for our children. 
These meals are prepared not only to fulfil the dietary requirements but something that is 
thoroughly enjoyed by children. If you have any questions please contact the school office team. 
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School photography 

Great Athletes Event
We are thrilled to share that for this year’s Great Athletes 
Event,  the athlete visiting us is the Team GB track athlete 
Victoria Ohuruogu! Victoria is known for her prowess in 400m 
relay race and won bronze medal in 2024 Olympics!
 
On the event day, all pupils will take part in a sponsored 
fitness circuit run by their athlete, a terrific way to get all 
children excited about sport and realise that getting moving 
is really fun! Their athlete will then share their incredible 
sporting journey, a story of resilience and determination in a 
fun and interactive assembly. There will also be an 
opportunity to ask any questions in a Q&A session with their 
inspiring role-model at the end! 
 
Fundraising for the event will begin next week when the children will be bringing home 
a sponsorship form. The money raised for the event will help us to purchase new sports 
equipment and improve levels of physical activity in our school!

Household Support Fund
The cost of living continues to be a challenge for many households. To help those most in 
need, the government provides funding to local councils through the Household Support 
Fund (HSF). This grant is designed to support vulnerable households. A significant portion of 
this fund is often targeted at families with children who are eligible for Free School Meals 
(FSM), providing them with additional support, such as food vouchers during school 
holidays. 

How to Apply: Families who maybe eligible can complete a form using this link: Apply for 
the Household Support Grant . Families who are currently eligible for Free School Meals 
(FSM) are also requested to complete the form. 

We encourage all families who believe they are eligible, apply for Free School Meals. For 
more information contact the school office. 

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/14475/Apply-for-the-Household-Support-Grant
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/14475/Apply-for-the-Household-Support-Grant
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Clubs 25/26
At West Drayton Academy, we run a number of before and 
after school clubs. Our school clubs have been running 
successfully for a number of years, offering a wide range of 
enriching activities for our students. From creative pursuits 
like Art and Crafting, to team sports like Basketball, Football, 
and Dodgeball, there's something to spark every student's 
interest.

Clubs are a fantastic way for children to develop new skills, 
build confidence, and make new friends outside of the 
classroom. This half-term, our offerings include activities 
such as Board Games, Science, Gardening, and Choir, as well 
as academic support in our Homework clubs.

For a detailed schedule of all the clubs running this half 
term, please visit the school website.

If you have any questions, you can contact Miss Imani for 
more information.

Votes for School 
This week, during Votes for School, we discussed:
Do you feel proud of living in the UK?

Coming up:

Culture Club Meeting
Culture Club met for their first meeting today and had a very 
productive discussion about upcoming events. We will be 
celebrating Black History Month throughout the month of 
October, followed by the festival of Diwali.

Thank you to all of our members and their contribution. 
Keep an eye on the newsletter for more information! 

PE Days 
It is important for children to bring their PE kit on their PE days. Children are supported with PE 
items where required, however, they can miss 1 x breaktime for not bringing their PE kits to school. 
We request parents to support children with PE kits. On the days when they have PE in the 
morning they can come to school wearing their PE kit and can change into their uniform after 
their PE lessons. On the days when they have PE in the afternoon, children must come in their full 
uniform and bring their PE kits to school to change. Thank you for your cooperation.  

Please click on the link to find out the PE days for your child’s class. PE Timetable 

https://www.westdraytonschool.com/attachments/download.asp?file=547&type=pdf
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FLU Immunisation Friday 3rd October 
Please read important information regarding upcoming 

flu immunisation programme, all parents must 
complete the form to give consent or decline: 

Vaccination Form 

https://nwl.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2025/hillingdon
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

● Ressa H

● Aaliyah H

● Anaya K

● Lakshita P

● Aria O

● Oshane J

● Sakina  W

● Tiana P

● Vlad D

● Rajan S

● Nishwanth T

● Alfie R

● Thansi V

● Jiya K

● Milan I

● Raoni B

● Matteo N

● Rayan A


