
WRITING CURRICULUM



Writing
Intent
Writing skills are taught progressively through high-quality literature. The learning experience at West Drayton
Academy is vocabulary rich; we want children to develop a wide vocabulary which will enable them to
understand more of the world and communicate more effectively. Through effective demonstration writing and
learning experiences, we inspire high-quality writing. Real-life contexts ensure that writing is purposeful and
language and style is adapted for a range of contexts and audiences.

Implementation
At West Drayton Academy, we use Jane Considine's ‘The Write Stuff’ approach to teach writing. This
pedagogical approach is based on two guiding principles; teaching sequences that slide between experience
days and sentence stacking lessons. With modelling at the heart of them, the sentence stacking lessons are
broken into bite-sized chunks and taught under the structural framework of The Writing Rainbow. Teachers
prepare children for writing by modelling the ideas, grammar or techniques of writing. This approach to writing
brings clarity and consistency to the mechanics of writing and to enable our children to write effectively and
coherently. As a school, all children from Year 1 to Year 6 learn to write through the Write Stuff approach.

Key benefits of The Write Stuff:
● The Write Stuff provides a balance of narrative, non-fiction and poetry writing throughout each term.
● Support for teachers so that they have a deeper and more flexible knowledge of sentence structure.
● Pupils who understand how to apply sentence scaffolds to their independent writing as they develop their

expertise.
● Standards improve because many worked examples are provided over the year that extend understanding

through a wide range of genres and non-fiction text types.
● Children have a clear view of what high quality writing looks like and their learning is structured clearly and

misconceptions dealt with.
● Pupils know how to improve their writing and make it more focussed and actionable feedback is provided to

guide their learning.
● Children have a concept of how to build, plan and complete a piece of writing due to narrative maps and

non-fiction shapes.
● Teachers have clear pathways of how to guide pupils in weak areas such as cohesion and paragraphs.



In The Write Stuff approach to writing, the children explore high level, rich vocabulary and are taught grammar in

context through different writing lenses on the Writing Rainbow.

The three zones of writing :

IDEAS - The FANTASTICs uses a child

friendly acronym to represent the nine idea

lenses through which children can craft

their ideas.

TOOLS - The GRAMMARISTICS. The

grammar rules of our language system and

an accessible way to target weaknesses in

pupils' grammatical and linguistic structures.

TECHNIQUES - The BOOMTASTICs which

helps children capture 10 ways of adding

drama and poetic devices to writing in a

vivid visual.

As part of the teaching sequence, teachers plan

experience days; sentence stacking lessons and

independent writing sequences. Experience days

immerse children in experiences linked to their

writing and drench them in vocabulary linked to

the lenses in ‘The Writing Rainbow’. From the

experience days, children take part in the

sentence stacking lessons. Sentence stacking

lessons focus on writing three sentences with

focuses on lenses of the rainbow.

‘The Write Stuff’ follows a method called ‘Sentence Stacking’ which refers to the fact that sentences are stacked

together and organised to engage children with short, intensive moments of learning that they can then

immediately apply to their own writing. These lessons on teaching of writing with a sharp focus on the craft and

construction of sentences. Each sentence Stacking lesson is organised into three learning chunks. Sentences

created by the children should be celebrated and examples used to form a large class Sentence Stack.

An individual lesson is based on one plot point from the text, broken into three learning chunks. The learning

chunks (initiate & model) are heavily scaffolded with lots of teacher input and modelling of vocabulary use,

sentence construction and use of grammar with reference and focus on the 3 reasons to write (lenses).



1. Initiate section – a stimulus to

capture the children’s imagination

and set up a sentence. During the

initiate section, on the ‘thinking

side’ page, children ‘chot’ (chat

and jot) down their ideas from

stimulating resources, such as

pictures, music and drama. The

children are encouraged to use

‘kind calling out’ where they call

out examples of vocabulary,

adverbs, onomatopoeia etc.

2. Model section – the teacher models a

sentence that outlines clear writing

features and techniques. During the Model

section the teacher prepares children for

writing by modelling the ideas, grammar

and techniques of writing taken from the

writing rainbow.

3. Enable section – the children write their

sentences on the ‘writing side’ page,

following the teacher’s model. In the

Enable section pupils write their own sentences, taking the opportunity to deepen the moment. ‘Deepen the

Moment’ is where children are challenged to independently draw upon previously learnt skills and apply them to

their writing during that chunk.



Adapting Learning

Colourful semantics is an approach which we use alongside ‘The Write Stuff’ to adapt learning to meet the

needs of children who require additional scaffolding. It also helps children with limited vocabulary to confident

talkers who struggle to organise the grammatical content of their sentences. It is aimed at helping children to

develop their grammar, but it is rooted in the meaning of words (semantics).

Colourful semantics reassembles sentences by cutting them up into their thematic roles and then colour codes

them.

The approach helps children to:

● organise their sentences into

key levels

● break down sentences and

understand the individual

meaning of each word and its

role in the sentence

● better understand word order

● develop language and

vocabulary and grammatical

structure.

Editing Independent Writing

Following the sentence stacking, children are given the

opportunity to show what they have learnt by planning and

writing their own independent piece of writing. After they have

written their independent piece, their work is marked by the

class teacher who identifies different aspects of their written

piece to be edited. There are 3 elements to the editing;

E1 Edit: The Revise

Edit Type 1: These are often ‘little’ adjustments or changes and

tend to fall into one of these categories; Spellings Missing

words or Punctuation

E2 Edit: The Rewrite

Edit Type 2: Children are asked to re-write a

sentence if it doesn’t make sense, could be

restructured or generally improved.

E3 Edit: The Reimagine

Edit Type 3: This is when a writer wants to add

more sentences to develop an idea further. For this

the children are shown how to use ‘editing flaps’.

Editing flaps are extra pieces of paper that stick

onto their writing and show the additional

sentences added into their work.



Curriculum Coverage

Our aim is to ensure that children have a broad curriculum both in terms of subject and content. Children are
given the opportunity to write for various audiences and in different contexts whilst learning about a range of
genres.

Term Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Autumn 1

Narrative:
Adventure Non-fiction:

Diary Narrative

Non-fiction:
Holiday brochure

Narrative: Story

Still I Rise by
Maya Angelou

Poetry

Narrative:
Mystery

Refugees
Non-fiction:
Speech

Narrative:
Mystery

Holiday review
Non-fiction:

holiday review

Autumn 2

Non-Fiction:
Information text

Narrative

Narrative

If I were in
charge of the

world
Poetry

Narrative
Suspense

Poetry

Non-fiction:
Diary

Sicily Holiday
Brochure
Non-Fiction:
Persuasive
Writing

Narrative: Story

Emperor
Penguins

Non-fiction: Non
Chronological

Report

Narrative:
adventure

Narrative:
Recount

Spring 1

Non-Fiction:
Report

Narrative:
Traditional Tale
with a Twist

Narrative: Film
Unit

Narrative (Film
Unit)

Inviting an
Author into
School Letter
Non-Fiction:
Persuasive
Writing

Non-fiction:
Diary

Narrative:
Adventure

Narrative:
Recount

Non-fiction:
Postcard



Spring 2

Narrative
Traditional Tale

Non-fiction:
Persuasive letter

Non-fiction
Non-chronologic

al report Narrative:
Traditional Tale

Non-fiction:
Biography

Non-Fiction:
Persuasive

Letter

Narrative:
Suspense

Non-fiction:
Argument

Summer 1

Narrative
Adventure

Non Fiction: Travel
Journal

Narrative:
Adventure

Narrative:
Traditional Tale
with a Twist

Narrative: Story

The Plague
Playscript

Non-fiction:
Balanced
Argument

The
Malfeasance by

Alan Bold
Poetry

Non-fiction:
Newspaper
Report

Summer 2

Narrative: Story Non-Fiction: NC
Report

Non-Fiction:
Instructions

Non-fiction:
Explanation

Narrative:
Fantasy

The Creature
Non-Fiction:
Newspaper
Report

Narrative: Story

Poetry: narrative



Year 1 Expectations



Year 2 Expectations



Year 3 Expectations



Year 4 Expectations



Year 5 Expectations



Year 6 Expectations



Assessment

Regular, ongoing and accurate assessment is essential to inform planning and ensure that all children make

progress.

● Teachers use Writing Assessment target cards based on the national curriculum for each child in the class

● Teachers use the Writing Assessment target cards to accurately determine the ability of the children in their

class/set.

● Children from Year 1 to Year 6 complete a writing assessment at the end of each half term.
● Teachers assess end of unit independent writing.
● Teachers participate in termly cross academy writing moderation sessions.

CPD

As we continue to develop the quality of our writing

at WDA, we have invested in expert training to

further improve the teaching and learning of

writing. We have had the privilege of inviting Jane

Considine, the creator of ‘The Write Stuff’, into

school. Jane modelled lessons to teachers which

brought writing alive; children were eager to

participate and produced excellent writing.

Children drew on the key vocabulary they

generated to craft their sentences. Observing Jane in action supported teachers to be able to see how she

skillfully taught the tools needed, whilst empowering children to be brave writers.

We have also invited Jane to WDA to deliver INSET days, providing teachers with the opportunity to further

develop and deepen their understanding of the demonstration writing, how to effectively scaffold children who

require additional support and challenge, as well as planning and editing independent writing.

The Write Stuff approach to teaching writing develops children not only to learn about writing, but allows them to

truly feel like a writer. The approach beautifully balances explicit direct teaching and application of newly taught

skills independently to foster the next generation of world class writers!



Spelling
At West Drayton Academy, weekly spelling lessons

are taught following the RWI spelling scheme. Rules

and/or patterns are explicitly taught with

opportunities to follow up and practise the patterns

throughout the week.

Children learn the spelling rule through a variety of

activities such as dots and dashes, word changers,

choose the right word and dictation. Spelling

lessons are recorded in spelling workbooks. Where

appropriate, all children will learn new patterns for

their year group, including those receiving other interventions for spelling/phonics. Those children working

below their year group receive extra support through smaller group work.

Children take home 10 spellings per week to practise. These include spellings from the spelling pattern that

week as well as the year group statutory spellings. We administer weekly spelling tests as well as end of unit

RWI tests to measure progress.



Handwriting
At West Drayton Academy, we follow the Letter-join scheme.

Letter-join is a whole-school programme designed to help all

children develop a confident, legible and personal handwriting

style and meet higher curriculum expectations. Children have

timetabled handwriting practice within the week.

Handwriting meets ARE for the year group:

Y1: start and finish most of my letters in the correct place; finger

spaces

Y2: letters are the correct size

compared to each other; finger

spaces

Y3: form and join letters mostly

correctly

Y4: fluent joined handwriting of the

correct size

Y5/Y6: legible joined handwriting

Grammar
Grammar is taught explicitly in the build up to writing in all year groups. Children are taught accurate

subject specific vocabulary from the beginning of their school career. E.g. Adjectives: words to describe

nouns. Children must experience discrete grammar practice (SATs style questions), as well as using

grammar rules in context of writing.

Teachers refer back to the National Curriculum and their year group’s Writing Target Card to ensure

coverage of all grammar targets required to teach in each year group. In addition to this, teachers use ‘The

Write Stuff’ writing lenses to pre teach grammar explicitly prior to application within the writing lesson. We

administer summative SPaG assessments termly for Year 1 - Year 6.



Impact
● The English Team monitors the quality of teaching and learning in writing across the school including lesson

observations, learning meets, planning reviews, pupil voice and book sampling exercises to measure impact

and further improve outcomes.

The Write Stuff approach to developing writing skills enables children to:

● Acquire the knowledge and learn the skills to apply their spelling, grammar and punctuation skills both

explicitly and within context.

● Write for a range of purposes including diary entries, persuasive letters, stories, poems and recounts etc.

● Use their knowledge of vocabulary to excite, inform or entertain the reader.

● Understand a range of punctuation and the effect it can have on the reader in both writing and reading.

● understand and be able to use a range of grammatical devices.

● Understand the various sentence types that can be used to support different genres.

● Improve spelling to ensure words are spelt accurately using their phonetic knowledge and apply spelling rules.

● Develop speaking clearly, fluently and coherently, to be able to listen attentively with understanding, pleasure

and empathy and contribute to group discussions.

The systematic approach to teaching handwriting using Letter-join enables children to:

● develop the skill of handwriting throughout each year group

● take pride in their written work and achieve proficiency in their own use of the Letter-join script

● improved written work within the wider curriculum work, as well as in their literacy books and school displays,

● consistency of the approach across the school.

Through teaching RWI Spelling enables children to:

● Use their phonic skills effectively when blending phonemes for reading and when segmenting phonemes for

spelling

● Have an interest in words, their meanings and their origins, developing a growing vocabulary both for

speaking and writing

● Write with confidence and creativity, while developing the skills to self-edit, correct and improve

● The success of the school’s approaches to spelling is evidenced by high results in the phonics screening

check at the end of year 1. Children also achieve high results during the standard assessment tests at the end

of KS2, in which children’s spelling is assessed. Outcomes of written work further evidence the children’s

growing confidence and accuracy in spelling across the school.


