
MUSIC CURRICULUM



SUBJECT INTENT
At West Drayton Academy, it is our intent to make music an enjoyable learning experience for every
child. We aim to provide a variety of musical opportunities and encourage children to participate in
these, building on their confidence and skill set.

SKIP: An Introduction
Our Music curriculum aligns with our SKIP curriculum.

Skills: Music skills from Early Years to Year 6 are
developed. For example, composition skills are
introduced in early years where children can explore
and create sounds with their bodies and instruments.
This leads to selecting specific sounds to create
moods in Year 3 which is further developed into
creating further rhythmic and melodic ideas and
improvisation in Year 5 and 6.

Knowledge: Music knowledge needs to be revisited and built on during their school journey. For
example, the knowledge for listening that they need in Early years is to know that different
instruments make different sounds. In Year 3, children should have the knowledge that the orchestra
is made up of different sections and families of instruments.

Inclusion: All children should have access to our music curriculum. We provide nurture, diversity and
differentiated learning outcomes. In Music, children

Personal Development: Children will become more responsible and respectful children who are
prepared for modern Britain. The Get Set 4 Music scheme focuses on the holistic approach to
personal development by highlighting 3 key areas that are a focus in every lesson: Social, Emotional
and Thinking skills. (SET skills). These form the ‘Whole Child’ objectives. Social skills could include
collaboration, leadership and respect. Emotional skills could include confidence, independence and
honesty. Thinking skills could include problem solving, creativity and reflection.

Our teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to follow the pulse and rhythms, as well as
gaining a deeper understanding of the inter-related dimensions of music, namely: pitch, tempo,
duration, dynamics, structure, texture and timbre. Through listening, appraising and singing songs,
children learn about the structure and organisation of music and develop their appreciation of music
from different genres, places across the world and times in history. Children develop descriptive
language skills in music lessons when learning about how music can represent different feelings,
emotions, and narratives. We want children to develop their staff notation skills by the end of Key
Stage 2 as well as other forms of music notation such as graphic score and letter notation. Children
are given opportunities to improvise and compose pieces at every stage of their learning, gaining an
increasing level of understanding and ability as their skills progress. By the end of their primary
education, we want every child to feel confident and passionate about their music skills and
knowledge so that they can further develop their lifelong learning of music in their secondary
education and beyond.



LONG TERM Overview



SKILLS: Skills PROGRESSION
The skills and knowledge covered in the Get Set 4 music planning follows a spiral progression. This means that skills and knowledge are revisited. Here is an
example of the coverage of skills per unit and per year and how they are developed.









KNOWLEDGE
Our pupils will learn that music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of
creativity. They will be inspired and engaged by music education and the opportunities it can
bring. We are using the Get Set 4 Music scheme when delivering music lessons. The scheme
offers a holistic approach to teaching music which includes a focus on social, emotional and
thinking skills. There is a clear progression of skills and knowledge that builds year on year.
Lessons are engaging and encompass a range of topics and musical genres. Key Stage 1 lessons
focus explicitly on the inter-related dimensions of music whereas these are increasingly
embedded in Key Stage 2. Curriculum maps and unit overviews show how the scheme aligns
with the National Curriculum programme of study for Music, as well as showing the breadth of
coverage that is highlighted in the Model Music Curriculum. Music lessons including
glockenspiels and ukuleles engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and develop
their talent as musicians, and in turn increase their self-confidence, creativity, and sense of
achievement. As pupils progress, they develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them
to compose, listen to and critique pieces of music.

Revisits
Music knowledge is revisited at different stages on the learning journey. There are opportunities to
revisit prior learning at the beginning of each lesson. This is undertaken by using the visual
representations on the screen of prior musical concepts (specifically the inter-related dimensions)
and is also further explored in the introduction activity of each lesson. The skills and knowledge here
is directly linked to the new learning for that lesson. Unit by unit, children have the opportunity to
revisit their skills. For example, in Year 2, dot notation skills are revisited in various units throughout
the year. Musical knowledge is also revisited year on year where children can recap their prior
learning from previous years. For example, Year 6 used their prior knowledge about ukulele chords
from Year 4 to play off-beat rhythms in Year 6.





















INCLUSION
SEN Provision

All children are entitled to a quality first music education. This is part of our commitment to equality and
inclusion. Music can give an opportunity to learn in a creative and encouraging learning environment
which encompasses a range of learning and teaching styles. These are suitably adapted to cater for
individual learning needs. For example: the use of visual representations for vocabulary and learning
concepts can support learners; some learners may wish to wear ear defenders for certain parts of the
lesson where a lot of noise is being produced; children may need a now/next list of what the lesson
format will be and rhythms can be simplified. Children with fine and gross motor skills may need
adaptations to instruments e.g. grips for beaters or support with playing strings. Children that have
delayed processing with understanding may need support with revisiting concepts and building on their
prior learning so quick recaps and lots of repetition will help. Discussions with other professionals that are
well known to the children will also help to achieve best practice. This approach will motivate and support
children’s learning at all levels including the Greater Depth, EAL and children identified with a Special
Educational Need and Disability (SEND). Music can be seen as an integral tool which enables
communication for children at all learning levels.

The vocabulary of the inter-related dimensions of music is integral for all children to understand and as
such, children will have posters and help sheets available for their lessons.



Greater Depth
Children working at greater depth will have a wider understanding of musical skills and knowledge and
are able to make links between their learning. Children can further develop their learning in music
lessons in different ways for example: create more complex rhythms; make links to other points of their
music learning; singing or composing further parts like harmony lines and using a wider range of musical
vocabulary. This should be appropriate to the age and stage of the child.

Digital strategy
It is integral for children to understand how technology can be used as a tool to create and record music.
Children will have opportunities to use their chrome books to record and manipulate sounds. In Year 6,
children learn how to loop and remix sounds to create a track. This prepares children for how the majority of
music is recorded in the music industry. By recording music on a device, children have an opportunity to self
and peer assess.



Personal Development
Opportunities for Enrichment and Growing our Cultural Capital

● All children in Year 1 have the opportunity to perform in a Christmas show.
● Children in KS1 and KS2 have a chance to take part in the yearly event WDA’s Got

Talent.
● Peripatetic guitar and keyboard lessons are available to children.
● We provide music and singing opportunities for events in the culture club calendar, for

example, Saint David’s day, or Holi.
● We have various after school music clubs such as Choir and African drumming.
● Children throughout the school have the opportunity to go on theatre trips where live

music is part of the experience.
● Children can take part in the yearly Park Federation competition Young Musician of the

Year.
● Children and parents can take part in musical activities during the Community

Celebration Picnic in the summer.

IMPACT
Assessment
Music can be assessed at every opportunity during the children’s learning journey. Assessment for
learning can be done throughout the lesson by the teacher where teaching should then be adapted in
this ongoing process. Assessment of skills can be seen at the end of each lesson as well as the
progression of skills that can be assessed at the end of each half term where compositions and
performances can be recorded by the teacher. These can either be recordings of individuals, groups or
the whole class. These recordings can also be beneficial for children to self assess their learning as
and when appropriate.

● Assessment records are kept online via the Get Set Assessment grids for Music. This records
all of the learning objectives for each unit.

● Children’s written compositions and ideas can be assessed by the teacher during and after
the lesson. Children can then make improvements to their work where necessary.

● Children peer assess live performances and appraise each other's work.
● Class, group and individual performances are recorded and assessed by the teacher.
● Children self assess their live and recorded performances by making suggestions about

ways to improve as well as discussing what went well.


