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Principal’s update
Being part of the Park Federation, West Drayton children have 
more opportunities to compete, present and perform with 
different schools. Last week, three of our talented spellers in year 
four competed in the Park Federation’s Spelling Bee, 24 children 
competing across eight schools. West Drayton’s representatives 
were; Zara Jama, Deepica Swaminathan and Krish Tamil Revathi 
- they were amazing!

A spelling bee is a competition in which contestants are asked to 
spell a broad selection of words, usually with a varying degree of 
difficulty. To compete, contestants must memorise the spellings 
of words as well as having a broader knowledge of spelling 
patterns.

Other Park Federation competitions include: public speaking, 
young musician of the year, a maths challenge, cross country, 
cricket, netball and many more.

During last term’s Celebration Assembly, we recognised nearly 
300 children who had achieved 100% attendance during the first 
half term. A brilliant achievement - well done! Each child 
received a certificate. We know that going to school is directly 
linked to improved performance which often turns into better 
job prospects. Children with the poorest attendance, more often 
than not, progress less well than other children.  

To share our approach to attendance, West Drayton have 
produced a document called ‘Attendance Matters!’. This 
pamphlet is available on the website and will include all of the  
information needed to help your child maintain excellence. It 
includes: At what stage does my child’s attendance become a 
concern? What will happen if attendance drops below 96%? 
What do you do if your child is absent? When should I keep my 
child off school? What happens if you require exceptional leave? 
What are the rewards for good attendance? 

If you have queries, please talk to Amanda Thorne, Attendance 
Officer.
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Dates for your diary

14th November 
Odd Socks Day 
(Anti-Bullying Week)
15th November 
Y1 Walk around West 
Drayton
14th - 18th November 
Road Safety Week 
18th November  
Children in Need Charity
(Children come dressed as 
Heroes. Donations can be 
made via Parent Pay) 
21st  November
Federation 5-A-Side 
Football Festival
(Godolphin Academy)

 
Attendance

The class with the best 
attendance this week is: 

1st place: 1A with 98.6%
2nd place: 5S with 97.5%
3rd place: 4L with 97%

It will be a non-uniform 
day for 1A on Friday 18th 
November. Well done!

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westdrayton/UploadedDocument/5af2cc3f-395e-42b7-9c93-26ef63907b0c/attendance-matters.pdf


Votes for Schools 

On Friday 21st  October  during Votes  for Schools, we discussed the  question:
Should we stop paying for the BBC?
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This week, we will be discussing: 
KS1 Are playground trends a good thing? 

KS2 Do we know enough about how vaping affects us? 

Our School Greater London National
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Y2 Visit to the Palace Tandoori Restaurant

As part of our 100 Club opportunities, Year 2 visited the Palace Tandoori
restaurant to practise the skill of placing an order. They spent the afternoon
sampling snacks such as samosas, pakoras and naan bread. They had a go at 
trying all of the food and many children asked for seconds! Most of the children said 
their favourite food was the samosas although the naan bread was a close second! 

They all had a great time and are looking forward to using this skill in the future.  

 

Remembrance Day 

On Friday 11th November, we marked the 
special occasion of Remembrance with a 2 
minute silence across the school. The Year 6 
children have been working hard to raise 
money for the Poppy Appeal by selling 
poppies. Lots of children spent time making 
a poppy as a mark of remembrance which 
we displayed on the entrance gates of the 
school for all of our community to enjoy . 

Spelling Bee Finalist

Congratulations again to 
Zara, Deepica and Krish for 
representing West Drayton 
Academy in the Park 
Federation’s Spelling Bee.
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Martial Arts Champions!
 
Our students Sreemanth 
Annangi from Y3 and Abhiram
Annangi from Y1 participated 
in an International Mattfiddes 
Martial Arts Championship, which
took place on 6th November at 
Stoke Mandeville Stadium. 

Both of them displayed high
standards of martial arts skills, 
winning 5 medals between
them. Well done Sreemanth
and Abhiram, you have 
done us proud! 

Road Safety Week 

Next week we will be taking part in Road Safety Week 2022. The theme for this year is ‘Safe Roads 
for All’. This annual event brings together communities to highlight everyone’s right to make safe 
and healthy journeys on safe roads. Children will participate in lessons which will raise pupil 
awareness of key areas of road safety. This includes the importance of safe footpaths and cycle 
paths, slow traffic, safe places to cross and clean traffic. Children will share their ideas about how 
grown ups can keep children safe near roads. Towards the end of the week, children will design a

 new, safe, people friendly street. 

  Please visit Brake, the road safety charity to 
  read advice for parents and families on how to  
  make safe and healthy journeys when  
  travelling with children. 

https://www.brake.org.uk/get-involved/take-action/mybrake/knowledge-centre/advice-for-parents-and-families
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Federation Boccia Festival

The Federation Boccia Festival was held at Wood End Park Academy 
for the SEN children across all the Park Federation schools. It was a 
fun day where they were able to complete a circuit of physical 
activities throwing Boccia balls into hoops. Six SEN children
participated from our school, and they really enjoyed themselves. 
They liked how they were able to take turns and celebrated the 
turns of their peers. They also enjoyed seeing all the children 
from the other schools. At the end of the festival, the children were 
given medals to celebrate their participation. It was a great day for 
them!

Self Esteem 

Self esteem is how we value and perceive ourselves. 
It's based on our opinions and beliefs about ourselves, 
which can feel difficult to change. Some of our children 
had a nice session about self-esteem yesterday with 
Miss Mohammed. We loved the idea of writing nice 
messages on bananas. The children enjoyed reading 
the messages and sharing them with their peers.
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NHS Poster Competition

Aggie the Alien’ is back! Aggie is an animated character created by NHS North West London to 
help children better understand and look after their health. This autumn, she is here to let 
people know about the NHS services that are available, and when it’s the right time to use them. 
Look at the poster below to learn about all the different ways the NHS can help when people are 
unwell or hurt. This also includes an exciting poster competition where children can share their 
design with their teacher for the chance for it to be displayed in north west London hospitals!

So, are you up for the challenge?
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